
 

 

The Osprey – a Rutland success story 

With so much negative press recently about our declining wildlife in the UK, it 

is good to know that not everything is bad news as the Osprey is making a 

mega comeback and doing very well in England! 

 

The Osprey used to be quite common throughout Scotland with a few pairs in 

England & Wales. It had become extinct as a breeding bird in England & Wales 

by 1847. One of the major contributing factors to the Osprey’s decline in the 

UK was down to egg collecting which decimated the population and by the 

early twentieth century (1916) there were no more nesting pairs anywhere in 

the UK. Fast forward a few years to the mid 1950’s and Osprey’s were being 

seen in parts of Scotland, but none nested successfully (egg predation) until 

1959 when a pair arrived at the RSPB reserve at Loch Garten. In order to 

accommodate the 1000’s of people that wanted to come and see the Osprey’s 

they built a hide especially for them. The Osprey’s were successful in 1959 and 

continue to be so up to the present. Since 1959 the reserve at Loch Garten has 

received over 2 million visitors, a major conservation success story and from 

that initial pair nesting in 1959, at the time of writing it is estimated there are 

in the region of 3-400 pairs nesting in Scotland.  

https://www.rspb.org.uk/reserves-and-events/reserves-a-z/loch-garten/ 

 

This was all good news for the Osprey in Scotland but what of the bird in 

England? Would it ever nest in England again? 

Smaller populations have now been established across England and Wales, 

with thanks to some pioneering conservation efforts, including the 

translocation of ospreys to Rutland Water. 
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I spoke with Abi Mustard – Osprey Information Officer at Rutland to find out 

more about this amazing bird, why people love watching it so much, what was 

World Osprey week all about, and why the Osprey project at Rutland had been 

so successful. 

Q1: The Osprey is an amazing bird of prey and a joy to watch. It is often 
associated with Scotland and in particularly the RSPB reserve of Loch Garten. 
What is it about the Osprey that brings so much Joy to people when they see 
one? 

The osprey is a species that is incredibly dynamic and charismatic to watch. They 
build their nest at the tops of big trees, on electricity pylons and railway poles 
one after the other, on piles of rocks or cliffs, and more recently on very obvious  

platforms on poles, and even on 
wagon wheels placed high on 
peoples’ houses. The way they catch 
their food is spectacular, dramatic, 
and thrilling when you witness it live 

– this is one of the highlights of wildlife 
watching anywhere in the world, and a 
terrific adrenalin booster no matter how 
many times you have seen it.  
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An osprey’s whole life is lived in full public view and given a chance, they are one 
of the few birds of prey that is most able and willing to live side by side with the 
human race. But I think the love for this remarkable species goes further than 
their behaviour and ecology. 

 

I think the narrative of the osprey in the UK, as well as other similar 
reintroduction projects like white-tailed eagles, shines a light of positivity, 
success, and hope, therefore helping people connect with them. 
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Q2: Can you tell me more about World Osprey Week and what is behind it? 

World Osprey Week, or WOW for short, is a week where we celebrate the return 
of ospreys across the country, by engaging with our younger audiences to share 
our excitement and knowledge of this remarkable species throughout the week. 
WOW was founded by the Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust in 2014, by 
Dr Tim Mackrill and a few friends in different countries, who shared live tracking 
of well-known birds moving northwards towards the breeding grounds, and the 
introduction of the Flyways Project, where people, especially young people in 
schools, on the migration routes were encouraged to get in touch with each 
other and share Osprey news. And it has been developed ever since. 

This year is more exciting than ever because we have had a great opportunity to 
connect with five other osprey centres in the UK to create some free, fun, and 
interesting family-based activity packs, where children are able to learn about a 
different topic based around ospreys each day. And those five other osprey 
centres, are based all across the UK – Glaslyn Ospreys in Wales, Birds of Poole 
Harbour, Dorset, Cumbria Wildlife Trust, Loch of the Lowes, Scottish Wildlife 
Trust, and the Osprey Leadership Foundation. Hopefully, in future years we will 
be able to build on what we have managed to achieve this year and get as many 
people as possible from all backgrounds involved with osprey conservation. 

Q3: Why do you think the re-introduction of Ospreys at Rutland has been so 
successful? Did you think the project would still be going 25 years later? 

For me there are two main elements of the Rutland Osprey Project, the first 
being the initial translocation project, which over the course of several years saw 
75 osprey chicks, removed carefully from nests in Scotland and released here at 

Rutland Water. The second part of the 
project is the communication and 
engagement with members of the 
public, landowners and volunteers that 
have been ongoing right from the very 
beginning. Today, we have not only 
met the original aim of establishing a 
self-sustaining population of breeding 
ospreys in the Rutland area, but have 
also increased awareness and support 

from our wider audiences. This is all down to the expertise, dedication, and 
continual support from those who were involved with the initial translocation 
up until    now, including leading expert in the field of reintroduction, Roy Dennis, 
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members of staff, our fantastic team of volunteers and of course all our 
followers, over the past 25 years. 

When a project like this is started, it is difficult to foresee what the project will 
look like in the years ahead, even though you have aims and targets you would 
like to meet, so it is incredible to look back  through the years and see how much 
we have actually achieved.  

Q4: In order for the public to view the Ospreys safely you have put a camera 
in place. Can you tell me more about that and how it is funded? 

There has been a camera on the Manton 
Bay nest since 2007, which has been 
upgraded through the years. The Manton 
Bay nest is the only osprey nest that is on 
Rutland Water Nature Reserve itself that 
members of the public can have excellent 
views of from a couple of bird hides close 
by.  
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https://www.mylifeoutside.co.uk/ 

Since 2010, an unrinsed female, Maya, has occupied this particular nest and is 
now partnered up with Rutland-born male, 33(11), and each year they are our 
‘stars of the show’ and attract a lot of attention. Having the webcam allows 
everyone to gain a rare glimpse into the lives of a breeding pair of ospreys and 
allows us to follow their progress right from the moment the pair return from 
their wintering grounds in March. 

With all the struggles we have recently faced, the webcam has proven to be even 
more popular with members of the public, who are tuning in from across the 
world.  
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Watching the webcam has really given people a sense of normality and 
positivity, and we wanted to improve everyone’s whole experience of watching 
Maya and 33(11), by replacing the camera system that we had with something 
which would not only increase the quality of the images streamed, but also 
incorporate audio recording, therefore deepening that insight into the 
behaviour of the ospreys. In July 2020, we launched a webcam appeal, which 
aimed to raise £15,000 that would allow us to purchase a brand-new camera 
system. This appeal was a success, and we exceeded our target and ended up 
raising just over £16,000, which allowed us to buy a camera that pans, tilts, and 
zooms and also records audio – things we did not have before. We are all very 
grateful to everyone who supported us, as we would not have been able to make 
these amazing improvements without their generosity. 

People can view the webcam right now via our website at  

www.lrwt.org.uk/rutlandospreys  

 

 

Q5: What are your thoughts on the Osprey project at Rutland for the future? 

Now that we have a self-sustaining osprey population here in Rutland, we do 
not need to do any further translocations. In the future, we hope to continue to 
raise awareness of osprey conservation, as there is still plenty of work to be 
done before we will see ospreys once again widespread across the whole of the 
UK, and to help secure the future of these magnificent birds of prey, through 
working with other osprey projects and groups in the UK.  

Please Note: 

Under the current Covid-19 restrictions, Rutland Water Nature Reserve, 
including AWBC, Lyndon Visitor Centre and Nature Reserve will remain closed 
to all visitors until after the Easter break, but we are aiming to reopen for 
visitors, and welcome everyone back to this special place on April 12th. Keep 
an eye out on our website for more information (www.lrwt.org.uk) 
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My final thoughts: 

I love watching wildlife and get a lot of enjoyment out of it. Being around nature 
has a calming effect and is good for your mental health. 

I love Ospreys, I have seen them at Loch Garten and elsewhere in the UK 
including Rutland Water and it truly is a spectacle when you stand there 
watching one dive and catch a fish. I remember on a trip to the Scottish coast 
once watching a young male Osprey fishing in an estuary having several 
unsuccessful attempts at catching a fish. Practice makes perfect I thought. I saw 
one recently while it was on migration flying over the golf course where I work, 
and I still got excited. You will never get bored of watching an Osprey, it will 
always leave a lasting impression whenever you see one. With egg collecting a 
thing of the past (hopefully), birds like the Osprey can feel safe again knowing 
that It will be looked after and protected.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


